
Last week I talked about how we’re living under a death sentence in the area of our relationship with God, with one another and in our productivity. First, Adam and Eve’s own right relationship was broken. They quickly began blaming each other. Life as we know it in the fallen world means that even where we look relatively successful, many of our lives are breaking apart under the weight of strained relationships, whether conflict in our marriages or in our original families. We’re experiencing death relationally. 


Second, the good relationship Adam and Eve had experienced with God in the garden was fractured. Life as we know it in the fallen world means that even though we don’t realize it we’re distant from God. Many of us feel we’re not worthy to come into God’s presence, because of stuff we’ve done. We know somewhere deep inside that we’re not walking in his purpose. We’re experiencing death spiritually.

Third, death came upon the sphere of productiveness for both the man and the woman. For the woman, her womb was affected. For the man, the land was affected. In other words life in the fallen world means that our lives are straining under the weight of all kinds of pressures in the world of work. 

In our best moments, we cannot even begin to imagine the kind of life that God intends for us to live. But Jesus died to spare us from death in every area of our lives. As we put our faith in him, he begins to restore us to the Eden kind of life. Today and over the next 2 Sundays I will begin to unpack for us a little more specifically what that life entails.  


A story is told about elephants and their owners. An adult elephant can easily uproot huge trees with its trunk. It can knock down a house without much trouble. When an elephant living in captivity is still a baby, it is tied to a tree with a strong rope or a chain every night. Because it is the nature of elephant to roam free, the baby elephant instinctively, tries with all its might to break the rope. But it isn’t strong enough yet to do so. Realizing its efforts are of no use, it finally gives up and stops struggling. The baby elephant tries and fails many times, it will never again try for the rest of its life. 
Later when the elephant is fully grown, it can be tied to a small tree with a thin rope. It could then easily be free itself by uprooting the tree or breaking the rope. But because its mind has been conditioned by its prior experiences, it doesn’t make the slightest attempt to break free. The powerfully gigantic elephant has limited its present abilities by the limitations of the past. 
Many of us like the baby elephant are living in the shadow of our past. Our possibilities are limited because we have not understood what God has done for us and therefore our potential. We don’t understand who we really are and can be in God. Our struggles with sin have taught us to live like chained elephants.
We have become incapable of experiencing the LIFE: the power, the victory and the impact that the cross of Christ promises us. I shared in this pulpit several months ago how my father told me about his daughter from a separate relationship. Now, I’ve struggled with the pain of that situation, I’ve also struggled with my own sin in the situation: How I have been bitter, critical, complaining and condemning. There are some things I said that I wish I could take back. As a result it has been hard to experience real freedom in God. I’ve struggled to reconcile what I am here at church and the ways I’ve behaved in my personal life. 

I bet that you too like the baby elephant have some struggles in your life which have been difficult to move beyond and break free from. We wrestle with these things whether it is sin in our behavior, like addiction to pornography or sexual immorality or sin in our hearts, like evil thoughts, wrong attitudes, anger, or malice. Can we really be all that God promises, knowing where we have come from? Well God must have known we would struggle with this because Jesus addressed this very issue on one occasion while teaching the crowds. Turn with me to John 8: 1-11
1 -2 Jesus went across to Mount Olives, but he was soon back in the Temple again. Swarms of people came to him. He sat down and taught them. 3 -6The religion scholars and Pharisees led in a woman who had been caught in an act of adultery. They stood her in plain sight of everyone and said, "Teacher, this woman was caught red-handed in the act of adultery. Moses, in the Law, gives orders to stone such persons. What do you say?" They were trying to trap him into saying something incriminating so they could bring charges against him. 6 -8Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger in the dirt. They kept at him, badgering him. He straightened up and said, "The sinless one among you, go first: Throw the stone." Bending down again, he wrote some more in the dirt. 9 -10Hearing that, they walked away, one after another, beginning with the oldest. The woman was left alone. Jesus stood up and spoke to her. "Woman, where are they? Does no one condemn you?" 11"No one, Master." "Neither do I," said Jesus. "Go on your way. From now on, don't sin."


Notice with me how the religious scholars treated this woman. Presumably they were called in to address the matter after she had been caught in the act. They led her in to where Jesus was and stood her in plain sight of everyone, badgering Jesus to pass the legal sentence on her. These men were bent on punishing this woman. Before the legal sentence could be passed they were already punishing her by shaming her. They exposed her and her situation publicly. Her value and worth had changed in their eyes. She was no longer respectable. 

Now notice that the woman did not attempt in any way to protest her innocence. This woman was a Hebrew. She knew right from wrong. In effect she was admitting that she was responsible and that her behavior was wrong. 


Jesus was aware that she had failed in a particular way. He knew that by a specific concrete action of adultery, she had hurt other people and herself. He knew that the woman knew. Jesus was not oblivious to the fact that the woman herself knew that she had reneged on her values and damaged significant relationships. 


The amazing thing about this passage for me is that before she could even move to make amends, Jesus offered his forgiveness. Before she could even get her act together to begin to apologize for the injury she had caused, before she could even promise to correct her behavior in the future, Jesus offered her forgiveness; a fresh start; He embraced her guilt not by condemning her, but by forgiving her. 

How does this story apply to us? As we’re sitting here, Jesus knows each of us. He knows how I’ve failed and he knows how you have failed. He knows the specific ways in which you’ve hurt yourself and how you have hurt others. He knows that you know. He knows where you’ve reneged on your promises and damaged significant relationships. 


Many of us feel that we’ve got to get our act together before coming to church or deserving God’s favor. This feeling blocks our relationship with God, because we see God as the Judge who is waiting to pass out a sentence on us rather than as the God who forgives and accepts us. Listen, you don’t get cleaned up to take a shower do you? Or when you’re sick, do you first get well and then go to the Doctor? Of course not, you go to him just as you are 

For a good number of us it is a difficult thing to accept that we can be forgiven. Listen, it’s not so much that God cannot forgive, but that we are the ones who do not accept forgiveness.  We can’t actually believe that God can just let it go. Think about it: When you have wronged someone, many of us apologize over and over and over again, even when they have told you its fine. You keep saying I’m sorry. It affects your interaction with them, makes the situation awkward and yet they have forgiven you. When they tell you that they have forgiven you, you’re thinking ‘YEAH RIGHT’
How much harder is it for us to understand and appreciate that the most High God, is ready to forgive you no matter what the sin…even though he knows that somewhere down the line, you will sin again, in a different way.


This is partly because of how we’ve been treated by others when we’ve sinned. Many of us like the woman in the story have been publicly shamed. In powerful ways through words and actions we’ve been given the message that our value and worth in the eyes of others has changed and that we’re no longer respectable. 

Can you imagine how she must have felt? Her painful feelings of failure and disappointment and shame began to dissolve; perhaps mingled with a slight sense of awe. Jesus looked her sin square in the face and declared her not guilty.

Mavuno, I want to say to you this morning, that YOU’RE FORGIVEN. Today is resurrection Sunday.  Jesus has defeated death, which is the penalty for sin and Satan and all his powers. When the disciples went to the tomb to look for Jesus they found it empty. He had risen. He has paid the price for your sin and mine. It’s you who needs to forgive and forget…Move on. You are no longer chained down by your sin…that’s why Jesus gave his life. 

Pause with me for a moment now as the ushers pass out a leaf. I want you to take a moment and write out a situation in which you need to accept the forgiveness of God. Let’s say to one another together: YOU’RE FORGIVEN.

Jesus knew what this woman had done. God knows, He knows what you have done. Yes you have sinned, yes you have messed up, but he has made provision for it by sending his son to pay the price. But if we do not accept the gift of forgiveness that was offered on the cross, then that horrible death would indeed have been in vain. 

For some of us, the challenge is that even though we have experienced forgiveness, we continue to struggle in that area. In other words we have a chronic problem with sin. And we don’t know how to get ourselves out of the mess we’re in. We have gotten into a cycle where we’ve fallen into sin over and over again, and asked for forgiveness so many times whether it is in the area of alcohol abuse, or sexual relationships or masturbation, so we kick ourselves. If you are in such a situation, you need not just to know that YOU’VE BEEN FORGIVEN, you also need deliverance. If you habitually lose your temper or gossip about others, or lie or cheat or steal you also need deliverance. Sin opens up certain legal ground in our lives by which Satan can exercise power over certain areas in our lives. You can receive prayer and deliverance ministry specifically for habitual sins that are controlling you and holding you back from becoming what you know that God would have you be.


Today is resurrection Sunday. Jesus’ resurrection has broken the power of sin over each of our lives so that we can experience forgiveness and live in victory over sin. When Jesus died on the cross of Calvary, he paid the penalty for sin. When he died, he defeated Satan. On the cross he conquered our enemy. The resurrection was God’s stamp of approval. The resurrection was God saying, “Jesus, I accept your death as a substitute for guilty sinners.” 

I want to declare this truth clearly. There is no situation that God cannot redeem. This week a friend of mine called me and told me that she has separated from her husband of nine years. I’ve yet to meet up with her and find out the details of the situation, and how to proceed from there. God can redeem any mistake. There is no situation that is so far gone that God cannot intervene to bring both hope and healing. Do I mean that God will always make it go back to the way it was?  No. Our lives sometimes have the cracks to remind us of the past. But the grace of God is like the glue we use on broken vessels. The bonded edges can become stronger than the original surface. 

My father is still remarried to someone else and he still has another daughter. But God has given me victory over my anger and pain. I’ve moved on. It’s no longer difficult for me to talk to my father. I’ve let it go. Many of us need to forgive those who have hurt us. It is impossible to fully experience God’s forgiveness as long as you continue to hold at ransom those who have wronged you. Many of us think and feel that it is impossible to forgive ‘what he did to you’. your inability to release others holds you back from moving on to the fresh start that God has for you. You cannot fully experience God’s forgiveness if you hold grudges against others, if you do not release them. ‘Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.

Now, the fact that Jesus offers a fresh start each time we sin, doesn’t mean we have a free ‘get out of jail’ card’. The forgiveness that Jesus offered this woman was not casual. He expected her to correct her behavior in the future and he held her accountable to do the right thing. 


I want to invite a friend of mine who has recently experienced God’s forgiveness to come and share with us her experience. 


Imagine that we could be in a community of forgiven people and of people who forgive, who do not go around holding each other ransom for the sins of the past, because Christ already paid for it. Who when we learn of people’s sins and fall from grace, we don’t apprehend them with a view to shame and exposing them…rather we graciously lead them to Jesus so that they can hear ‘You are forgiven’, so that they can experience the same forgiveness that we know and so that they can experience a fresh start in the love of God.
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