
BECOMING A KINGDOM CHANNEL 
 

“Giving is not God’s way of raising money, its God’s way of raising men.” 
Howard Leighton 

 
 
 
 
‘Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to 
overflowing and your vats will brim over with new wine’ Prov.3:9-10 
 
In the bible, God’s people were commanded to always give the first portion of their income to God. They were 
to allocate a portion of their income for God’s work, including looking after the poor. Through this giving, 
God’s people reminded themselves that God was the owner of all that they owned, and that they were His 
managers. The same is true for us today. 
 
Why is it so important that we give to God? Here are four reasons… 
 
A. Giving allows us to thank God for His goodness. James 1:17 says ‘Every good and perfect gift is from 
above’ and Deut 8:18 adds, ‘’But remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you the ability to 
produce wealth’.  
 
B. Giving allows us to express God’s love to others. 2 Corinthians :10-11 says, ‘You 
will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion’. God 
blesses us with material wealth on behalf of others. When we are stingy with our 
possessions, we cut ourselves of from His blessings (see Luke 16:10, atthew 6:3 and 2 
Corinthians 9:7) 
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C. Giving allows us to invest in eternity. Matthew 6:19-20 says, ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.’ There are only two things that will last for eternity… God’s word 
and people. Investing our money in these two areas is a smart investment! When we give to the work of 
spreading God’s word to people who do not know Him, then we are literally investing in eternity. 
 

D. Giving allows us to support those in spiritual leadership over our church. 1 Tim.5:17 
says, ‘The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worth of double honor, 
especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, ‘Do not 
muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain,” and “The worker deserves his wages”’. 
In giving, we recognize our responsibility to sustain the spiritual leadership that God has 
provided for us as a church, as well as ministries that are doing the work of expanding the 
kingdom. 
 
E. Giving declares our dependence on God. Deuteronomy 14:23 says that the Israelites 

were to give ‘so that you may learn to revere the LORD your God always’. Regular giving reminds us that all 
that we have comes from and belongs to God. It keeps our focus on the Giver, as opposed to the gift, and 
keeps money from becoming our god (see also Luke 16:13).  
 
So, how do we go about giving? The bible talks about different forms of giving…. 
 

1. Tithe 
‘A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the 
trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD’. Leviticus 27:30 
 



The word ‘tithe’ means ‘a tenth part’. The people of Israel were to give one-tenth of all their income to God. 
This is related with what we read yesterday in Proverbs 3:9 ‘Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the 
firstfruits of all your crops.’ ‘Tithe’ denoted the amount of the offering, ‘firstfruits’ the nature of offering1. 
‘Firstfruits’ means that they were not to give after having taken care of their other needs but rather that they 
were to do so before any other needs were met! In addition, their offering to God was to be given out of the 
best part of their harvest, not our ‘leftovers’ (see Deuteronomy 15:21). In the bible, the tithe was never 
supposed to be all that was given to God, but rather a minimum. It was instituted to help God’s people begin 
to learn how give and to become channels of His blessing. 

 
 ‘Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. But you ask, “How do we rob you?” “In 
tithes and offerings. You are under a curse – the whole nation of you – because 
you are robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 
food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not 
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will 
not have room enough for it. I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and 
the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit,” says the LORD Almighty. Then all 
the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land”.  Malachi 
3:8-12 
 
Several principles we can learn from the above passages. Firstly, the tithe belongs 

to God. The tithe was not an optional gift: The Israelites did not ‘give’ a tithe, but they brought it or paid it. 
We don’t choose whether to give a tithe, it is commanded of us! Secondly, we are to give the whole tithe. Any 
less is equivalent to robbing God! (As Randy Alcorn puts it, ‘The obedient Israelite didn’t ask whether he 
could tithe on the “net” rather than the “gross”. Whatever God provided, ten percent belonged to Him’). 
Thirdly, this tithe is to be brought into the ‘storehouse’ or God’s ‘house’. It is not to be allocated to different 
worthy causes but to our church, the place where we receive our spiritual nurture (see also Deuteronomy 12:4-
7). And lastly, God gives a promise when we tithe… He will allow us to experience His heavenly provision 
and protection! And it will be clear to those around us that God has blessed us.  
 
This is NOT the prosperity gospel. We don’t tithe in order that God gives us in return! That would be giving 
out of selfishness and greed. Instead, we tithe out of obedience to His command. But as we do so, scripture 
promises us that God will be our provider. The reason why many Christians don’t tithe is because they fear for 
their provision. Ironically though, by doing so, they are stopping themselves from experiencing God’s own 
provision!  
 

2. Freewill Offerings 
‘Whoever sows sparingly reaps sparingly, and whoever sows generously reaps generously. Each man should 
give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 
need, you will abound in every good work’. 2 Corinthians 9:7 

 
While the tithe was given out of obedience, the bible also taught about the importance of 
giving freewill gifts to God’s work (e.g. Exodus 35:29). The freewill gift was to be given 
out of joy, as a response to God’s goodness. In Exodus 35:4 when Moses asked the 
Israelites to give an offering for the building of a tent for worship, the people gave so 
willingly that they had to be restrained! (See Exodus 36:6-7). This was giving over and 
above their tithe.  
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The tithe was never a ceiling for giving, only a floor. It was a beginning point. Beyond it, God’s children 
gave more, sometimes much more, as needs and opportunities arose. The tithe was a demonstration of 
obedience. Voluntary offerings were a demonstration of love, joy and worship. Randy Alcorn ‘Money 

Possessions and Eternity’ 

andy Alcorn ‘Money, Possessions and Eternity’ 



 
Several principles we can learn from 2 Corinthians 9:7. Firstly, when we give our freewill offerings, we 
should give generously. In the amazing story of Jesus and the sinful woman in Luke 7:36-50, we learn that a 
person who truly knows God’s forgiveness loves radically and gives generously (see also Luke 6:38). 
Secondly, we should give deliberately - ‘what he has decided in his heart to give’ - taking time to pray about 
how the resources God has given us could best be used to meet the needs He shows us. Thirdly, we should 
give willingly, ‘not under compulsion’. This doesn’t mean we only give when we feel like it, but rather we 
should cultivate a heart of joy in our giving – God takes a special delight in Christians who give joyfully. And 
lastly, just as with the tithe, God has promised blessings in response to our freewill offerings. He will ‘make 
all grace abound’, providing what we need so that we can continue to be channels of his blessing to those in 
need around us. 
 

3. Gifts To The Poor 
‘He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and He will reward him for what he has done’ Proverbs 
19:17. ‘He who gives to the poor will lack nothing, but he who closes his eyes to them receives many curses’. 
Prov.28:27  
 
One last type of giving that God’s people were to give was to the poor. Jesus taught that caring for the poor 
was in essence caring for Him, and that turning away from the poor was turning away from him (Matthew 
25:34-42). Giving to the poor is an essential value for Christians. The bible equates it to lending money to God 
Himself! The blessing implied here is that as we undertake to care for those who cannot help themselves, then 
God will Himself undertake to care for us. 
 
Where do I start? 
If you have not been in the practice of regular giving, then God’s minimum expectation is the place to begin! 
Set aside 10% of all your income and begin to give that regularly to God. Don’t move to this gradually but 
begin right away! If you are already in the habit of tithing, then begin to pray about the next step, growing in 
your giving.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
The question that flows out of a loving, obedient heart is not “How much of my money should I give to
God’s work in the world?” Rather the question is “How much of God’s money do I need to live on?” 

Dick Towner and John Tofilon ‘Good Sense Budget Course’ 
Questions for my Journal: 
 Where am I in my giving? What will have to change in my life so that I 

can give as I ought to? 
 

Verse to Remember: 
Luke 6:38 

“Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together and running over will be poured into your lap. For with 

the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 
 

Prayer for Today: 
God, help me to be a kingdom channel of your resources, and to 

use them in the way that pleases you most.   


